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HOUSE BI LL 1058

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Kagi, Boldt, MlIntire, N xon, D ckerson, Fromhold,
O Brien, Lantz, Linville, Kenney, Kessler, dibborn, Talcott, Sinpson
and Wod

Read first time 01/14/2003. Referred to Committee on Children &
Fam |y Servi ces.

AN ACT Relating to educational attainment of children in foster
care; adding new sections to chapter 74.15 RCW and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the educational
attainment of children in foster care is significantly |ower than that
of children not in foster care. The legislature finds that many
factors influence educational outcones for children in foster care,
including the disruption of the educational process because of
repeat edl y changi ng school s.

The | egislature recognizes and encourages the ongoing efforts of
the departnment of social and health services and the office of the
superintendent of public instruction to inprove educational attai nnment
of children in foster care. It is the intent of the |legislature that
efforts continue such as recruiting foster honmes in school districts
with high rates of foster care placenents, the developnent and
di ssem nation of informational materials regarding the chall enges faced
by children in foster care, and the expansion to other school districts
of best practices identified in pilot projects.
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It is also the intent of the legislature that the best interests of
the child are a primary consideration in the school placenent of a
child in foster care. Whenever practical, foster children are to
remain enrolled in the sane school upon entry into foster care.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.15 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The admnistrative regions of the departnment shall develop
protocols with the respective school districts in their regions
speci fyi ng strategies for conmmuni cati on, coor di nati on, and

coll aboration in order to maximze the educational continuity and
achi evenment for foster children.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 74.15 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent shall establish an oversight commttee conposed
of staff from the children's admnistration of the departnent, the
office of the superintendent of public instruction, and advocacy
agenci es to devel op best practice standards to maintain foster children
in their home school whenever practical.

(2) The duties of the workgroup shall include, but are not limted

t o:

(a) Devel oping strategies for school-based recruitnent of foster
hones;

(b) Monitoring the progress of current pilot projects;

(c) Overseeing the expansion of the nunber of pilot projects;

(d) Pronmoting the use of best practices throughout the pilot
projects; and

(e) Informng the legislature of the status of efforts to inprove
educati onal attainnment of foster children.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 74.15 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnment shall work with the admnistrative office of the
courts to develop protocols to ensure that educational stability is
addressed during the shelter care hearing.

~-- END ---
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